
 

 

 

Special Dates of Interest 

ER R I N G T ON  SP E C I A L  E D U C A T I ON  C E N T R E  
Email: dl.1415.info@schools.sa.edu.au  
Website: www.erringtonsec.sa.edu.au  

Phone: 8293 3779 Facsimile: 8297 0907  

Tuesday 23rd October Assembly—Middle 

Saturday 27th October Bunnings BBQ Mile End 

Tuesday 6th November 
 

Monday 19th November 

Assembly—Primary 
 

STUDENT FREE DAY 

Tuesday 20th November Assembly—Junior 

NEWSLETTER # 6  

Part of the Plympton Learning Community 

T e r m  3  2 0 1 8  

Dear Families, 
It is my pleasure to announce I have accepted 
the Principal appointment at Errington Special  
Education Centre, the tenure is until January of 
2024. I am very excited to be continuing the 
good work we have begun. I would like to 
acknowledge and thank Ms Jen Mathwin  
Raymond as the previous Principal of Errington. 
Jen’s vision created Errington Special Education 
Centre and successfully transitioned the  
Ashford school community to the current site. 
Jen was Principal of Ashford/Errington for 7 
years, she had a genuine passion and  
commitment for inclusion for all and was  
compassionate and was and still remains a 
strong advocate for young people with  
disabilities and supporting their families. I look 
forward to building on her solid leadership and 
leading our school to be one we are all proud 
of. 
 

Our Senior student, Nicholas Daly was  
nominated and received an Pierre de Coubertin 
Award at the 2018 Olympic Academy Day. From 
1600 schools, 30 students received awards for 
their sporting prowess and sportsmanship. 
Nicholas has displayed outstanding skills in his 
sportsmanship; he mentors younger students, is 
supportive and encouraging of his peers.  
Nicholas has overcome many personal  
challenges and developed into a school  

ambassador. On the day Nicholas was thrilled to 
meet Olympian race walkers Jared and Claire  
Tallent and receive his award. Congratulations 
Nicholas. 

 
We have been involved in a Flinders University  
pilot project on inclusion through social media. 
This has involved primary students from Errington 
and Plympton International College integrating for 
a PE lesson. The aim is to increase inclusivity 
through social media. The year 6 class is very  
positive and are enjoying learning about our  
students and how they can interact in the most 
positive way. 
 

From the Principal 



 

 

The Department for Education has introduced a flow 
chart for managing complaints at a site level. We have 
contextualized this; it has been endorsed by School 
Council and enclosed in this newsletter. This flow 
chart accompanies our parent code of conduct, found 
on our website. 
 

As you are no doubt aware, the next whole school 
fundraising event will be taking place at Bunnings Mile 
End on Saturday 27th October 2018. Please let the 
front office know if you wish to assist on the day.  
 
Georgina Kittel has completed her final placement in 
her music therapy studies. Georgina worked across 
the school with groups and individual students and all 
of the students have enjoyed the sessions. We  
particularly noticed increased concentration and  
participation by our students. Please see Georgina’s 
details at the end of this newsletter if you would like 
to explore music therapy sessions with your child.  
 
Wishing all our staff and students a happy 2 week 
break. I am hoping the warmer weather will well and 
truly abate all the cold and flu symptoms many of the 
staff and students are still experiencing.  
 
Regards 

Niki Takos  

 
Last Friday’s Student Free Day was a very full day for 
Errington staff.  In the morning, SSO’s went and  
visited other special schools and units.  They gathered 
a lot of information around looking at the  
environment, strategies and practices that they could 
bring back to Errington and try.  Teachers worked with 
Adelaide West Special Education Centre to develop a 
learning design lesson using a 6 block process.  This 
was linked to their students’ NEP goals specifically 
around differentiation.  The second part of the  
morning teachers looked at The ABLES foundation  
level assessment tool and where individual students’ 
levels are.  This enables teachers to “pitch” learning 
tasks at the appropriate level to instil engagement 
and development. The afternoon session involved all 
staff and we looked at the Learner Wellbeing  
Framework and how this could be implemented at the 
school, the prompt hierarchy and a session on student 
trauma.  All staff came away full of information and 
ideas to support our site improvement plan of school 
improvement.  

The Rainbow Choir at Errington has been very busy 
this term and there are plenty of ‘gigs’ planned for 
Term 4 as well. This term we visited Bucklands  
Residential Care facility at North Plympton.  The 
residents, and the choir had a marvellous time and 
enjoyed every song and every minute of our  
performance.  One of the residents wrote a  
beautiful thankyou letter: 
  
Dear Lee, 
I am writing to express our gratitude, appreciation 
and thanks for the fantastic performance at  
Bucklands. We have since had so many lovely  
remarks from staff and residents for the choir. At 
Bucklands a  resident has provided us with written 
feedback and have requested us to thank you and 
your team for such a beautiful day. On behalf of 
Bucklands Management I would like to thank you 
and your team for such a beautiful day. I wish we 
can have more of these in future. 
Please contact me for any more bookings. Thanks. 
Kind regards 
Ritesh Sehdev 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also this term, we opened the inaugural Parent’s 
Forum for Student’s with Disabilities conference at 
the Hilton Hotel in a trischool effort with Kilparrin 
TASS and SASVI School.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Deputy Principal 

Choir 



 

 

making process easier, especially if you know where 
you want to send your child after they graduate. We 
will organize more tours and presentations in term 
four and you all are welcome to attend. 
 
Regards 
Anetta Chwaja  

We had another successful session sharing some of 
our ideas with the rest of the staff. They had a  
challenge to build a chair out of newspaper. It was 
great to see staff working together and we had a lot 
of fun. Anetta and I also had a great day at  
Hindmarsh a couple of weeks ago learning about 
how to teach ‘Chance and Data’ in exciting ways. 
 
Regards 
Holly Runnegar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Junior students have been busy in term 3 with 
lots of interesting activities. All classes made a book 
for Book Week and some students shared their class 
books with their families. We have all been engaged 
in Science lessons about living things, the weather, 
hot and cold and choosing appropriate clothing to 
wear for the weather. 
Our wonderful families have been so supportive of 
our staff snack fundraiser sending in a variety of 
treats to help keep all staff happy. We thank you all 
again as the money raised helps us to buy the little 
extras that mean so much to our students. This term 

Next term, we will also be very busy performing at 
Murray Mudge Residential facility, Coles at St Clair, 
Marion Shopping Centre and even in the central office 
of The Department for Education.  We would love to 
see parents come and support our performances and 
will let you know definite dates in the near future. 
 
Regards 
Georgia O’Neill, Lee Adams 

It was great to see may students and parents take the 
opportunity to attend the second post school option 
tour. This time we visited Bedford Disability Services 
and Support Organization and Minda Commercial  
Enterprises at Reynella. I would like to share the 
thoughts of one of our parents after attending our 
tour: 
 
“I have been on a couple of the Post School Options 
Tours now and while my child still has a few years  
before he leaves School, it feels great to get an early 
start and see what's out there. It really helps you go 
from feeling worried to having peace of mind, when 
you see all the options available. The tours are well 
organized and informative, every work or day options 
place we have visited has welcomed us warmly and 
gone to great lengths to show us around, explain how 
it all works and answer our questions. I highly  
recommend getting onto a tour when you can, you 
also get to meet other parents and Anetta and Sam 
make it fun along the way with a lunch stop and 
coffee break so we can all socialise too.” 
Connie Rasekhi 

 
Dear Parents 
It is very important to plan ahead for your child’s  
future after they finish school. Our tours show you the 
opportunities and options that are available for your 
child. These tours will also make the NDIS decision-

Post School Options Tour 

STEM 

Junior School News 



 

 

we have bought a new blue tooth speaker to use 
outside so the students can listen to their favourite 
music in the yard at play times. This has been a big 
hit! 
The Kangaroo class have continued to enjoy visiting 
a variety of playgrounds each week as part of the 
Health/PE, Geography and Community Access  
programs. This term we had a special excursion to 
The Royal Adelaide Show which was made possible 
due to the excellent support of our families once 
again and to the Show Society for providing the 
school with free tickets. The students had a lot of 
fun looking at the animals, sideshow activities and 
joining in with a performance. 
 
Regards 
Karen, Ruth, Mila, Helen & Tricia 7 Junior Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P1 

In Primary 1 we have been looking at money, both 
notes and coins. We have used money in the class to 
purchase a variety of items on Friday afternoons  
including ipads, toys, puzzles, sensory items, outside 
time. Our recycling program continues and we visit 
the recycling depot on Tuesdays when we go for our 
excursion. We enjoy watching the workers count the 
cans and then give us money to use for items in the 
class! So far we have made $43.00. Thanks to  
Rebecca and Simon (Parents) from P1 for the kind 
donation of the cans. 
 
We have also read the book 'how we remember' 
which is about how we as Australians remember the 
soldiers who have fought for their country. This is to 
ensure the ANZACs are remembered for their  
sacrifice. We have enjoyed looking at bugles, flags, 
poppies. We made an updated version of 
the Australian flag this week and all added our  
poppies to the flag.  

Primary School News 



 

 

P4 
We had a fantastic term. We continued to work on 
our Reading, Writing, Comprehension and Listening 
skills for Literacy. We worked on our Number  
Concepts for Numeracy. Parents came to Minda 
Pool to see how well their child swam. They were 
very proud and gave good feedbacks.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P2 
In Primary 2 we have been looking at living things 
and what they need. We made a plant and now we 
are working on making representations of all the 
different things a plant needs; sun, wind and water. 
We also got a new scooter in Primary and we have 
been trying it out in the yard. We wear a helmet to 
keep us safe. 

 

 

 

 

P3 
In P3 we have been learning about stranger danger! 
We have explored what a stranger is, including the 
difference between a safe stranger (eg. Police  
officers, firemen, etc.), and bad strangers. We have 
also supported this by learning and constructing 
some art pieces around what we can do if we see a 
stranger or if a stranger approaches us. To do this, 
we have used paddle pop sticks, crepe paper, paint, 
string and feathers in this upcoming week for the 
topic of always make sure you can see your parents / 
carer. So far we have learnt the importance of  
staying with a buddy, walking / running away from 
the stranger and the importance of saying no. The 
students have enjoyed learning about stranger  
danger and are proud of their artistic efforts 
throughout the process.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Middle School News M3 
 
"This semester M3 is continuing its theme on  
Australia by studying a variety of land animals in 
Science. The students have been looking at the 
unique features of these animals, their habitat, 
food, life cycle, movement and how they care for 
their young. We are trying to discover what makes 
these animals fit so well to Australia’s climate.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
M4 
Recently some of the  students from our class 
attended several excursions, including the Royal 
Adelaide Show and the Ladies of Variety Movie 
Day. They had a great time at the show visiting all 
the different exhibitions as they followed the 
‘Agsplorers Track’, particularly the  farmyard  
nursery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
M1 
 
To further our understanding of money and to  
practice our social skills our class has been playing 
games as shopkeepers. We set up our classroom 
with a checkout and specialty shops selling cars, 
bugs, pizza and grocery items, that are all priced. The 
items are then purchased using play money at the 
cash register.  

 
 

 
M2 
 
On September 17th we made our mark for 
“International Dot Day.” We read “The Dot” by Peter 
H. Reynolds and explored the value in taking risks 
and having pride in our best efforts. Here are some 
of our reflections: “I so excited and do more bubble 
painting,” said Harry. “Pink. Pink Panther. Pinkie Pie. 
Baba Pink,” said Jamah. “Brave. Orange,” said  
Declan. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
S2 
 
S2 have been enjoying 
their Wednesday trips to 
Largs Bay Playground and 
returning to school with 
hot chips from the  
Chickens With Attitude 
fish and chip shop. Diego 
& James of Senior 4 have 
also enjoyed visiting Largs 
Bay Park as well as Hallett 
Cove as part of their  
community access. Diego  
enjoys playing on the playground. 
 
S3 
 
S3 have been working on appropriate community 
conduct and safety skill on excursions. This term, 
S3 had a great time at the Royal Adelaide Show and 
Gorge Wildlife Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S1 
 
In S1 we have been continuing to practice our work 
skills every day and planning for our futures. Bedford 
visits continue to be very productive as well as our 
gardening work at the Glenelg Community Gardens.  
On September 10th, S1 visited Windamere as part of 
our research into Post School Options. Tahlia and 
Nicholas will be working at Windamere next year. It 
was a wonderful day and Sunni and Raji gave us a 
great tour. We were also very fortunate to have 
Tahlia’s mum, Sue, and Nicholas’s mum, Bec with us 
on our trip to see what Windamere was all about. 
Thanks for coming along! 
 
Feedback from S1 Students:  
“Mum and I were excited about me working at  
Windamere” - Nicholas 
 
“Being outside in the fresh air” - Tahlia 
 
“Good job at Windamere” - Gabriel 
 
“I enjoyed drumming in the music area” – Mia 
 
“I Loved the Peacefulness” - Ben 
 
“Enjoyed exploring at Windamere” - Charlee 
 
 “They have a campsite that we can probably go to 
when we can have a camping excursion.” - Jai 
 
Katie was absent that day but chose to talk about 
Bedford: “I like filling Bertie Beetle showbags and 
sorting furniture parts at Bedford” 
 
 

 
 

Senior School News 



 

 

Our Errington fitness gym has now been upgraded 
with a number of pieces of new equipment.  We 
are though lucky to have gained a very useful  
contact at Cash Converters who are keen to  
enhance this facility further. What this space for 
further developments. 
 
 

The City of West Torrens is offering a  

Free Spring School Holiday Program! 

Please visit the link below for  

consent forms and schedules 

https://www.westtorrens.sa.gov.au/CWT/

news_and_events/

Council_news_and_events/Council_News/

Get_with_the_program_SPRING_2018  

Bookings for activities that require them 

open at 10am, Monday September 24.  

 

 

 

The great work that Bakers Delight have been doing 
with our students has been highlighted in Peter’s 
obituary.  We continue to be supported by Bakers 
Delight at Kurralta Park and St Clair and only last 
week they donated produce to support our student 
free day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please add Saturday 27th October to your diary if you 
are free to support our forthcoming sausage sizzle at 
Bunnings Mile End.  If you would like to assist please 
let school reception know.  If we are lucky to have 
more volunteers that needed, please don’t worry as 
we will be hosting further events in the new  
academic year. Again, we are very fortunate to have 
all the produce donated through Coles SA for which 
we are very grateful. 
 
We were recently pleased to gain some support from 
the Wyatt Trust in terms of a grant for $400. We 
have also submitted a grant application to support 
playground development for $5000, fingers crossed 
we will gain further support. 
 
We were pleased to receive all our equipment for 
the Coles for Sports vouchers program.  This resulted 
in each sub school taking ownership of a large bag of 
generic play equipment to enhance recess and 
lunchtime play.  Thank you to all who sent vouchers 
into school to support this initiative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PE/Health/Fundraising News 

 Music therapy is a research-based practice that 
is offered through the NDIS. Research has shown 
music therapy to assist in achieving goals within 
disability support relating to: 
 Behaviour 
 Cognition 
 Communication 
 Capacity Building for Community Participation 
 Motor Skills and Mobility 
 Mood and Emotions 
During my time at Errington I have seen some 
really beautiful and notable break through  
moments for many of the students I’ve worked 
with, and adamantly believe that they will truly 
benefit from the continuation of music therapy.  
If you’re interested in finding out more or  
contacting a registered music therapist feel free 
to email me at georgina.p.k@hotmail.com or 
visit the Australian Music Therapy Association 
Website at www.austmta.org.au 
Thanks for having me at Errington! 
Georgina Kittel 
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